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have a final reckoning with Slavdom before Russia should
have completed her "Great Program" of military reorgani-
zation in 1916 or 1917. M. Poincare and his associates are
alleged to have wanted war in 1914 before Germany grew
any stronger by reason of her rapidly increasing population,
wealth, and naval force, and also before French Socialists,
revolting against the burden of French military expenditure,
should repeal the recently voted three-year term of service.
For the same reasons Russian militarists are said to have
wanted war sooner rather than later, England even is
often said to have been glad of the opportunity to crush
the growing German navy before it should become a greater
menace to that of England. Though here and there some
individual military and naval officers in most countries may
have held such views, the present writer does not think
that the militarist doctrine of preventive war was a decisive
factor in causing the World War. Only in Austria-Hungary
did it exercise a strong influence on state policy; here it
was generally felt that a conflict with Serbia must come
sooner or later, and, as Baron Conrad repeatedly urged, the
sooner the better. The murder of the Heir to the Throne
was eagerly seized upon as a good excuse for trampling upon
the Greater Serbia danger.
Nor is there any more substantial truth in the common
assertion that the German authorities welcomed war as a
means of crushing the rising tide of socialism, than there
is in the similar assertion that Russia welcomed war as a
good way of putting an end to workingnien's strikes and
revolutionary unrest.
Generally speaking, it may be said that this aspect of
militarism—the influence of the military upon the civilian
authorities;—was a serious matter in the three eastern
monarchies of Germany, Austria, and Russia. It was much
less in France, and virtually non-existent in England, where

